
December 2013  |  56 Days Until Marketplace Go-Live 

In This Edition: 

 SPP continues to prep for its role as the 
consolidated Balancing Authority 

 Marketplace program completes 9
th

 of 16 
scheduled Deployment Tests 

 TCR Market conducts first TCR Market 
conducts first ARR Allocation, TCR Auction 

Key Dates: 

 Nov. 12, 2013-Jan. 30, 2014: Parallel 
Operations/Integrated Deployment Tests 

 Feb. 5, 2014-Feb. 21, 2014: Extended 
systems maintenance (systems available) 

 Feb. 3, 2014-Feb. 14, 2014: Monthly ARR 
allocation/TCR auction 

 Feb. 14, 2014: NERC approval of Balancing 
Authority registration 

 Mar. 1, 2014: Integrated Marketplace Go 
Live 

The latest from the Marketplace workstreams: Data Depository training, Web 
Services specs, Must Offer template 

SPP Customer Training has 
scheduled a second session of 
“Integrated Marketplace: 
Overview of Market Monitoring 
Data Depository System” January 
9 (1:30-3:30 p.m., Central). This 
vendor-led net-conference will 
provide asset-owning market 
participants with a step-by-step 
walkthrough of the Market 
Monitoring Data Depository 
website. Use the SPP Learning 
Center to register for the 
training. Contact the Learning 
Center with any questions 
related to the training. 

The Markets Web Services 
specifications and Markets 
User Interface Business 
Validations have been 
updated as part of Markets 
release 1.9, addressing 
defects discovered in testing 
and documentation 
improvements. Please 
reference the Marketplace 
Change Tracker for a 
description of the changes 
and the dates for migration to 
the sandbox and Market 
Trials environments. Submit 
questions through the 
Request Management System 
(RMS), using the “Market 
Trials – Parallel Operations” 
Quick Pick. 

The official system 
template for the Day 
Ahead Must Offer 
Requirement module has 
been posted to the Market 
Monitoring Data 
Depository project folder. 
Contact the Market 
Monitoring Unit or submit 
an RMS ticket to the MMU 
(use the “Market 
Monitoring” Quick Pick) 
with any questions. 

March 1 coming into focus with Go Live preparations 
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With the Integrated Marketplace’s March 1 go-live date now less than two months away, program 
staff have focused their attention on ensuring SPP and market participants (MPs) are both ready 
for the big date. 

Test environments, go-live checklists, transition deployment tests … all are being planned to 
ensure everyone reaches the finish line at the same time. 

“Everyone – SPP, market participants, vendors – has put in a lot of hard work and many hours to 
get us to this point,” said Bruce Rew, the program’s executive sponsor and vice president of SPP 
Operations. “I have challenged our staff to ‘Finish Strong’, and it’s clear we are going to do so. We 
have proven we can run the Integrated Marketplace and SPP Balancing Authority; now, we must 
deliver a quality product come Go Live.” 

To that end, program staff continues to focus on finding and fixing defects in the latest market-
systems releases (which have yet to go into production). A planned 21-day system outage has 
been retooled as an “extended maintenance window” February 1-21. All Marketplace systems will 
be available 8-9 a.m. (Central) each day during that period, but intermittent maintenance will 
occur outside the time frame. System outages are not expected, but MPs are encouraged to make 
use of the time by submitting bids and offers during the 8-9 a.m. window and to continue testing 
as usual. 

(Separately, an improved release of the Settlements system is scheduled to go into production in 
January. Settlements system access will be shut down February 5, which will allow settlement of 
all January Operating Days.) 

SPP will provide MPs with a go-live checklist January 17, to help validate their readiness from a 
system and functional perspective following February’s Extended Maintenance window. The 
checklist will include submitting bids and offers, connectivity to key systems, and validating the 
ability to receive the SPP Balancing Authority’s dispatch instructions. SPP staff have also been 
made available to any MPs who need additional support and training as March 1 approaches. 

Said SPP’s Jim Gunnell, who is leading MP readiness efforts, “My role in the MP readiness process 
has reinforced my belief that positive dialogue lights the narrow ridge of common ground. As we 
enter the final weeks before Go Live, we are committed to finding success.” 

SPP’s Integrated Test Environment (ITE) will open February 1 to all MPs (January 15 for new MPs). 
This shared test environment will be used to onboard new SPP MPs and for any other MPs who 
want to test their systems (SPP will test in the environment as feasible). The ITE will be supported 
during business hours (8 a.m.-5 p.m., Central) through the Request Management System. 

The other key market-facing test environment – SPP Production, or “Prod” – will continue hosting 
Parallel Operations and IDT tests, and MP testing. However, once the Marketplace goes live, Prod 
will become an operational and financially binding environment, with no MP testing allowed. 

SPP has added a final transitional Deployment Test February 28 to occur four hours before Go Live. 
This will allow staff to work with members to correct any real-time issues before midnight and 
ensure compliance under SPP’s updated tariff. 
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Marketplace program completes 9th of 16 scheduled Deployment Tests 

Back in November, SPP’s Casey Cathey – manager of Market Support and Analysis and the 
Marketplace’s Market Trials’ business owner – said he was happy when Parallel Operations’ first 
two Integrated Deployment Tests (IDTs) were successfully completed. 

Now, as one successful test begets another, the results have almost become commonplace.  

“Overall, the Deployment Tests have been boring, but that’s good news,” Cathey told the Change 
Working Group in December. “At this point, we haven’t had to back out of a single Deployment 
Test, and that’s good from a reliability standpoint.” 

Cathey said no major problems were reported by SPP or market participants (MPs) during the first 
seven IDTs, though the December 15 test was delayed an hour to address ICCP issues. Overall, the 
SPP Balancing Authority’s (BA) ACE (Area Control Error) and frequency were in acceptable ranges 
throughout most of the tests. Cathey said current BAs had no problems switching from Energy 
Imbalance Service (EIS) Market setpoints to Marketplace setpoints, and back again. 

“We haven’t seen anything out of the Deployment Tests that would prevent Go Live,” Cathey said. 

The IDTs test SPP’s ability to dispatch registered Resources in real-time as the Marketplace’s BA; 
SPP will assume the role and responsibilities currently held by 16 EIS BAs when the Marketplace 
goes live March 1. 

The Marketplace program has now completed nine of the 16 IDTs scheduled during the Parallel 
Operations sub-stage of Market Trials. After a holiday break, the IDTs will return January 7 with an 
eight-hour IDT – the longest – focused on pre-selecting and co-optimizing Regulation, and that 
stretches across the midnight hour. SPP will exercise Regulation pre-selection, allowing SPP BA 
operators to change registered Resources from applying Regulation, among other tasks. 

TCR Market conducts first ARR Allocation, TCR Auction 

The Transmission Congestion Rights (TCR) Market continues to gear up for the Integrated 
Marketplace’s Go Live, having successfully completed its first ARR (Annual Revenue Rights) 
Allocation and TCR Auction. The TCR Market must still conduct a monthly ARR allocation and TCR 
auction February 3-14 before Go Live. 

“Everything went well. We’re happy,” said Congestion Hedging’s Temujin Roach, a senior business 
analyst. 

The November ARR allocation resulted in 186 gigawatts of ARRs being disbursed to eligible market 
participants (MPs). Roach said the bulk of asset-owning MPs participated, which resulted in good 
volume. Results were posted November 22 to the Integrated Marketplace Portal’s TCR Market 
User Interface (MUI). 
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The TCR Auction was conducted December 3-13, with its results also posted to the Portal’s TCR 
MUI (available only to MPs). SPP staff will provide full auction details in January. Any questions or 
concerns should be addressed through the Request Management System, using the TCR Quick 
Pick. 

The TCR Market has been live since October. This allows MPs to secure TCRs before any congestion 
costs are incurred in the Marketplace’s Day-Ahead Market when it goes live March 1. 

New on the Integrated Marketplace website: Reversion Plan, Marketplace 
Protocols v 17.0 

SPP has posted an 
Integrated Marketplace 
Reversion Plan, which 
provides the necessary 
information and 
required steps – should 
the need arise following 
the Marketplace’s 
implementation – to 
transition back to the 
Energy Imbalance 
Service Market. 

Version 17.0 of the Integrated 
Marketplace Protocols have been 
posted for review. Protocol-
revision requests, comments, and 
related questions should be sent 
to protocolrevisions@spp.org. 

More information is available 
through the following 
resources: 

 Integrated Marketplace 
on SPP.org 

 Marketplace Workstream 
Directory (PDF) 

 Integrated Marketplace 
Scorecard (PDF) 

 Request Management 
System 

This message was sent by the SPP Integrated Marketplace Program. 

Please use the Request Management System if you have questions or feedback on the content of this message. 
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